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Happy March Birthday to You! 
 

  1 Jess Childers, Peyton Jones 

  2 Brooke Stanton 

  3 Alma Allen, Mike Nutter, Lani Walker, Austin  

     Bell, Braylan Gulley, Jess Landes, Judy Ray 

  4 Julie Bell, Jordan McReynolds, Riley        

     Blandford, Fred Duncan 

  5 Delores Kelton 

  6 Charles Reynolds, Alexis Wiese, Dee Austin 

  7 Karen Turner 

  8 LeAnn Roehm, Kayla Malone, Jackson  

     Bradley, Wendy Goodman      

  9 Brittny Mitchell, Carol Studie 

10 Tauna Kobler 

11 Bill Cook, Campbell Hunt 

12 Judy Miller, John Allensworth, JoAnne  

     Swafford, Debbie Griffin 

13 Carly Moake 

14 Tom Roper 

15 Orville Shumaker, Zackary Green, Dustin  

     Morrison 

16 Floy Wheeler 

17 Chuck Roehm, Adam Wittnam, Kole Richey,  

     Ken Harris 

18 Brenda Dreyer, Vickie Phelps, Thomas Payne,     

     Zachariah Thompson 

21 Jeanette Parton, Bill Harris, Kim Swinford   

22 Deon Randoll, Cinda Phelps, Denny Noll 

23 Virginia Phillips 

24 Art Disney 

26 Megan Tate, Dave McReynolds, Hannah Reis,  

     Jim Payne, Henry Jones, Valerie Wooldridge 

27 Rayann Saddoris 

28 Taylor Reel, Barbara Willis 

29 Ryan Walker, Joe Dagley, Darren Holmes 

31 Margie Wood, Janet Burke 

 

 

March Events                                  
1 Trustees Meeting                         
4 United Methodist Women             
6-11 Youth Mission Trip                  
8 Good Grief Group Breakfast          
8 Foundation Committee                
9 Missions Committee                    
9 Evangelism Committee                 
10 NO ACTION Night events    
11 Bib Ministry Session                  
11 Christian Women’s Luncheon 
at First Church of God                    
14 Daylight Savings Time begins               
14 Bridal Shower for Kara Ellis       
14 Mexico Mission Preparation               
15 Older Adult Ministries Work-
shop                                                 
15 Staff/Parish Committee                
16 Education Committee                                        
20 Kids’ Light Conference here       
21 “Come Out of Hibernation” 

Event                                          
21 Children’s Easter Program        
25 New Life Group here                  
28 Palm Sunday, Children’s 
March                                             

31 “Last Supper” Tableau  
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Hibernation - To pass the 

winter in a dormant or torpid 
state. To be in an inactive or 
dormant state or period. 
(American Heritage Dictionary) 
 
Winter is almost over, the sun is 
beginning to warm things up 
again, and all but the very deep 
or piled high snow is gone.  Itôs 
time to come out of hibernation 
and join the rest of the world 
again ï especially your friends 
and family at Aldersgate.  Sun-
day, March 21, we are celebrat-

ing a ñCome out of Hibernationò 
sighting.  Call your friends, send 
a card to your family, and invite 
them to stretch, yawn and get 
back to church. 
 
Sunday evening at 5:00 we     
will have a potluck dinner and 
fellowship.  At 6:00 we will 
gather in the Sanctuary for     
our childrenôs Easter Program, 
always a lot of fun. 
 
An old illustration goes: A pastor 
was visiting a family that had 
been absent from church for a 
long time.  The father invited the 

minister in and they sat down by 
the fireplace.  The father said, 
ñWell pastor, I know why youôre 
here.  Weôve been missing 
church services recently, but I 
really donôt think itôs important 
for us to be in church every  
Sunday.ò  The pastor just sat 
there, apparently deep in 
thought.  He leaned forward and 
took the poker from the hearth 
and began poking the fire.  He 
eventually nudged a burning  
ember from the flames out onto 
the warm brickwork and sat back 
in his chair.  Every eye was on 
that burning ember that eventu-
ally stopped burning and slowly 
lost its red glow.  The pastor 
leaned forward again and 
nudged the ember back into the 
fire where it once again leapt 
into flame.  The father said, 
ñWell pastor, thatôs the best ser-
mon I never heard.  Weôll see 
you in church Sunday morning.ò 
 
Hope to see you in church soon 
ï warmed in the presence of 
family and friends and set on fire 
for the Kingdom of God. 

From Rev. Tim Ozment 
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The Flaming Heart is a publication of Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 1201 North Fair Street, Marion, IL 62959, 618-997-

6065, www.marionaldersgate.org.  The Flaming Heart is published the 1st of each month to inform you of church events and to 

encourage your relationship with the Lord. 

Christian Scholarship Deadline March 31 

The Bereans Sunday School class is in    
the process of continuing the Times Of  
Refreshing Ministry, which was a large  
part of the life and ministry of our sister in 
Christ Judy Murphy, who has recently 
gone to be with the Lord.  
 
TORM involves collecting used curriculum 
and materials from local churches and 
transporting it to the Love Packages     
Ministry in Butler, IL.  Love Packages    
redistributes this material to many third 
world countries where it is not in the   
abundant supply we have here in the 
states.   
 
Several volunteers are already in place, 
and the current and most pressing need 
for this ministry is storage space.  A place 
is needed that will be safe and dry to store 
the used Christian materials as they are 
collected from local churches.  When a 

shipment is large enough, volunteers will 
empty the storage facility and take the  
materials to Butler, and then the space will 
fill back up again as more materials are 
collected.             
 
We are looking for a church member who 
would be willing to donate some storage 
space for this ministry.  It would need to  
be relatively secure and dry (since most   
of the material is paper), and volunteers  
for the TORM ministry would need access 
to it (this can be arranged through the 
church office if need be).  Ideally the space 
would also be large enough to allow the 
volunteers to sort through the material   
before sending it off.  If youôd like to help 
by donating storage space, or if you would 
like to volunteer to assist in pickup and  
delivery of the materials please contact  
the church office at 997-6065.   

Space Needed For Missions, Do You Have Storage Space Youõre Not Using?   

Applicants interested in being accepted for the AUMC Christian    
Vocation Scholarship must have their application returned to the 
church office NO LATER than March 31.    If you are a graduating 
senior or are attending a college or university full-time, are a mem-
ber of Aldersgate, and are planning to pursue a vocation in full-time 
ministry, youôre eligible to apply.  The maximum amount of the schol-
arship is $1,000.  Applications may be picked up in the church office.  
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Barbara Lou Moore:  I want 
to thank all of you for coming 
to Fountain Nursing Home on 
Wednesday mornings.  I really 
enjoy those services.  Thank 
you for bringing me the Bible.  
Please continue to pray for me and my 
parents, Loren and Virginia Moore. 
 
Phil Sylvester:  Thank you for all the 
cards, prayers, and expressions of      
kindness and concern you have shown  
my family during my motherôs passing.       
I  am truly blessed to have my Aldersgate 
Church family. 
 
Larry and Alison Bemesderfer and 
Marjorie Dick:   Thank you so much for 
the Peace Lily at the death of Alisonôs   
father.  Your expression of sympathy is 
gratefully appreciated. 
 
Hannah Markley:  Thank you so much for 
your many outpourings of love and encour-
agement over the last few months!  It has  
been an incredible blessing to be a part of 

this community again with new 
and old friends.  I was espe-
cially reminded of the impor-
tance of the Church when I had 
the privilege of being prayed 
over by Rev. Tim and others 

before leaving for Uruguay.  It was a  
beautiful portrait of the great cloud of     
witnesses we have encouraging us as we 
go through life.  Thank you for your love, 
patience, and generosity.  I look forward to 
sharing this next phase of my life with you!  
(Hebrews 12:1-2) 
 
 
Thanks to the volunteers who prepared 
and served meals at the Marion Ministerial 
Soup Kitchen February 15-19:  Beth 
Hamer, Sheila Fisher, Aileen Tonazzi, 
Linda Riggs, Laura Bowen, Ted Baker, 
Joanne Swafford, Larry Bemesderfer, 
Lorraine Behnken, Mary Lou Gander,  
Mary Marks, Ann Howell, Tom and Nicole 
Byford, Nancy McShannon, Deon and 
Debbie  Randoll and Tim Ozment.  We   
will serve again May 3 - 7. 

Our New Life Group March meeting will be 
on Thursday, March 25, at noon at the 
church.  Tom Byford, Youth and Young 
Adult Director, will be our guest speaker.  
The officers will provide soup; members 

should bring either sandwiches or des-
serts.  If any member has not signed up to 
bring sandwiches or desserts, please con-
tact Mary Lou Gander at 993-5840.  

All women are invited to attend the March 
4 meeting of the United Methodist Women 
at the church at 7:00 p.m.  Linda Ellis will 

lead the program: A Call to Prayer and Self
-Denial.  Nancy McShannon and Rose-
mary Redden will serve as hostesses. 

United Methodist Women  

Attention New Life Members 



 

 

From Our Childrenõs Ministries Director   

Debbie Randoll 

drandoll@marionaldersgate.org 

Page 4 

March is here, and with it comes the 
excitement of getting to enjoy warmer 
weather and being outdoors.  It also 
means more activities on the schedule 
for many families as the school year 
winds down and soccer and other 
sports begin.  I want to make sure    
you have our church events on your 
calendar and can make them a priority 
for your children. 
 
 We have two special events in March.  
ñThe Light Kids Conferenceò will be 
held here on March 20

th.
   I am taking 

early registrations until March 7
th.

     
The cost is $12 per child with a max   
of $30 per family if turned in by March 
7

th.
 Then, the cost will be $25 per child.     

If you need to pay later, turn in the  
registration form by March 7

th
 and still 

get the early registration price.  As   
always, if the cost of the event is a 
problem, I have scholarship monies 
available.  Please do not let the cost   
of any event keep your child from     
attending.   

The second event is the childrenôs 
Easter program.  It will be on the eve-
ning of March 21

st
.  The kids are work-

ing on the music during childrenôs choir 
on Wednesday nights.  All children are 
invited to participate.  I will be giving 
small speaking parts to those children 
who would like one. 

 
March Events  
  3

 
- Dress like your favorite Bible  

       character 
10

 
- NO ACTION NIGHT- Spring Break 

17
 
- Bring supplies for the Baby Bib  

       ministry-yarn, buttons, ribbon, etc. 
24

 
- PJ/movie night-wear your appro- 

       priate PJôs and bring a pillow,  
       blanket or beach towel to lay on   
       as we watch a movie on the big  
       screen.  This will also be store  
       night to cash in Bible bucks 
28

 
- Palm Sunday- Kidôs Palm March  

       in a.m. services. 
31

 
- NO ACTION NIGHT- Holy Week/ 

       Tableau Service 7:00 p.m. 
  

Would You Like A Free Piano? 

The church has an upright Hamilton piano 
we are looking to move to a new home.  If 
your family would like a piano for your 
home or know someone who could use 

one, please contact the church office        
at 997-6065.  It will be given on the first-
come, first-serve policy and can be seen  
at the church. 
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EASTER EVENTS 
 

March 21 - Come Out of Hibernation    
potluck at 5, childrenôs Easter program     

at 6 p.m. 
 
March 28 - Palm Sunday - 
Childrenôs Palm March in the 
morning services.  They will 
proceed to the front of the 

sanctuary waving palm leaves to signify 
Jesusô triumphant entry into Jerusalem. 
 
March 31 - We will have 
a ñLast Supper Tab-
leauò at 7:00 p.m.   
Various men will        
represent Jesus and the  
disciples as they partici-
pated in this fellowship. 

April 1 - Good Friday - We     
will have a worship service      
at 7 p.m. 
 
 

April 4 - Easter Sunday: 
Sunrise Service at 6 a.m.  
with Tom Byford leading 
 

 
Breakfast at 7 a.m.  
in the Abundant Life 
Center 

 
 
Easter celebration services at 8:30, 
9:45, and 11:00 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

Summer Camping Schedule 

Hereôs a listing of our summer camps 
dates to help you plan your summer: 
 
Beulah the Beginning for grades 2 - 4 - 
July 9 - 10.  This is an introduction to all 
the fun of church camp during an activity 
filled weekend.  With two days and one 
night of organized events, itôs a perfect 
starting point for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th  
graders with little or no camp experience. 
 
Beulah Bible Camp for grades 5 - 7 - 
July 5 - 8.  Jesus calls us to ñCome and 
Seeò all that He has for us.  Will your child 
answer the call this summer by attending 
Beulah Bible Camp?  We have an exciting 
camp planned with worship led by Harvest 
Praise Band, Bible studies and Bible 

games, and many fun outdoor activities.   
 
Beulah Youth Institute for grades 8 - 13 
- June 20 - 26.  This camp is focused on 
helping young people become ñrootedò in 
the Gospel.  Campers experience God in a 
new way each year. 
 
Holiness Camp and Mission Blitz for   
all ages - July 23 - 30.  This inter-       
generational camp provides a               
contemporary Gospel message in an    
historical setting.   Age-specific programs 
are for children, youth, college and career 
age, young adults, and older adults. Part  
of each day is spent in community mission 
projects followed by activities around 
beautiful Southern Illinois. 
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General Fund Treasurerõs Report 
 

January General Fund Income 
   Receipts                                       63,494.83 
  Reimbursements                            3,181.00 
Total Operating Receipts                                              66,675.83  
General Fund Expenses 
   Children’s Ministry                               909.45 
   Congregational Care                           168.99 
   Education                                              31.84 
   Fellowship and Nurture                        622.49 
   Student Ministry                                1,982.41 
   Worship                                               185.34 
   Young Adult Ministry                              13.82 
 Organization and Connectional Ministry 
    Personnel                                      40,422,96 
    Apportionments                               7,769.00 
    Church Office                                  1,154.10 
    Janitors’ Supplies                               413.59 
    Utilities                                             4,296.21 
    Van                                                     407.94 
    Property Maintenance & Improve.   5,587.18 
Total Operating Expenses                                           64,005.32 
General Fund Income Over Expenses                          2,670.51 
Restricted Funds Income                      9,571.92 
Restricted Funds Expenses               -10,415.20 
Restricted Funds Expenses over Income                         -843.28 
01/31/10 Operating Cash Balance                              155,870.80 
01/31/10 Restricted Funds Cash Balance                  134,964.89 
01/31/10 Restricted Funds CD                                      27,867.69 
01/31/10 Restricted Funds CD                                      16,632.38 
01/31/10 Restricted Funds CD                                      16,668.21 
 

Building Fund Treasurerõs Report 

 
Balance on hand January 1                                        144,332.38 
Total contributions          6,392.00 
Interest from bank             105.11 
Total receipts                  6,497.11 
Total Cash Available                                                   150,829.49 
Disbursements: 
  Interest on foundation loan          76.07 
  Principal on foundation loan    2,249.11 
  Service Charge                              8.64 
  Neimann Flooring                    2,449.00  
  Total Disbursements                                                    4,782.82 
Ending Balance Bank of Marion checking                  121,155.98 
Emergency Savings Balance                                        11,821.27 
Bus/Storage Facilities                                                   13,069.42 
Total                                                                            146,046.67 
                                                                                

You are cordially invited to a ñHome     
D®cor Swapò Luncheon on Thursday, 
March 11, at 11:45 a.m. at the First 
Church of God.  The meal is $9 and will 
be catered by Western Sizzlinô.  Guest 
speaker will be Leslie Essner; Rick 
McNeil will present special music.  You 
are invited to bring gently used home   
décor items to swap.  Maybe your style 
has changed or youôd just like something 
different!   Free childcare will be provided.  
Call Lori at 993-8307 for essential        
reservations for the meal and childcare. 

Time 

Change  

Set your 

clocks ahead 

one hour 

before  

going 

                                    to bed 

                                     March 13! 

A New Grandson 

Charles and Betty Jo Pressley are the 
proud grandparents of a new grandson!  
Luke William Pressley was born to their 
son Paul Derek and his wife Jennifer on 
Tuesday, February 9.  He weighed 9 
pounds, 6 ounces, and was 21.5ò long.  
He has a big brother named Jonathan.  
Congratulations to the Pressley family! 

Christian Womenõs Luncheon 
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COMING SOON ð BSR! 
 

Watch for the announcement of the new BSR (BODY & SOUL RENEW) . 

Beginning soon will be a MONTHLY  meeting of BSR ð an opportunity to         

renew our goals, our determination, our motivation, our fellowship, and our 

hope.   

Our Condolences 

We offer our sympa-
thy to: 

 Gayle England 
and family who are 

mourning the death of her mother. 
Phyllis Dutton and family who are 
mourning the death of her mother. 
Family and friends of Judy Murphy 

Bridal Shower to Honor Kara Ellis 

All women of Aldersgate 
are invited to attend a 
bridal shower for Kara 
Ellis, daughter of Dan 
and Linda, on Sunday, 

March 14, at 2:00 p.m.  in the Abundant 
Life Center.  The shower will be hosted by 
the Seekers Sunday School Class.  Kara 
Ellis and Aaron Baker are registered at 
Target and Bed, Bath, and Beyond. 

Sean Seavers passed his Eagle Board of Review on Tuesday, February 16.   Sean is 

a member of Troop 7058 sponsored by the Goreville United Methodist Church in 

Goreville, IL.   Sean is pictured  with his mother and father, Alice and Kent, along 

with his brother, Connor {all members of Troop and Pack 7058}.  Congratulations, 

Sean!  


